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           Answer the following questions


             When is St. Patrick’s Day celebrated?
​​​​​​​________________________________________________
              Where was Saint Patrick born?
________________________________________________
          How old was St. Patrick when he was kidnapped?
________________________________________________
       What did Saint Patrick use the shamrock for?
________________________________________________
                 When did he die?
________________________________________________
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Answer True or False
a) A leprechaun is very friendly ________.
b) They live in large groups of Leprechauns ________.
c) The leprechauns receive golden coins for their work_______.
d) [image: image8.png]


If you capture a leprechaun he must give you his treasure ________.
�


St. Patrick’s Day is celebrated each March 17th in honor  of Ireland’s patron saint, Saint Patrick. Patrick was born to wealthy parents in England, about 385 A.D. His full name was Magonus Sucatus Patricius. Legend has it that when Patrick was sixteen years old, he was kidnapped by Irish pirates and sold as a slave. For several years, Patrick  worked as a shepherd in Northern Ireland. It was during this time that he decided to devote his live to Christ and teach the Irish his faith. After much hardship, it is said that Patrick escaped his captors and went to France where he began studying of the priesthood. He soon returned to Ireland, where he taught the Irish to read and write along with the teachings of Christianity. It is believed that Saint Patrick was responsible for bringing the small shamrock plant to Ireland. He often used the shamrock in his sermons to illustrate the message of the holy trinity. Today the shamrock is the national flower of Ireland. He died on March 17 in AD 461
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A leprechaun looks like a little old man and dresses like a shoemaker with a cocked hat and leather apron. A Leprechaun's personality is described as aloof /odizolowany, samotny/ and unfriendly. They live alone and pass the time by mending the shoes of Irish fairies.  The legend is that the fairies pay the leprechauns for their work with golden coins, which the "little people" collect in large pots--the famous "pots of gold" often associated with leprechauns. If captured, he must give up his golden treasure. Of course, it’s quite difficult to catch a leprechaun. They are especially tricky and can often turn themselves into rabbits or squirrels to fool you into thinking they are something they aren’t. When they are caught, however, they often trick their captor into looking away for a split second, so that they can escape into the woods.
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