„If I were a refugee...“ – questionnaire evaluation
This questionnaire was presented to 50 children at the age of 13-15 at the beginning of the project and again at the end of the first year of project duration.  They could answer the questions even in the Slovak language or in English. Their decisions were based upon their abilities, since some questions were regarded quite difficult to understand especially by younger pupils.
This evaluation presents the comparison of both questionnaires, or in other words it shows how children see the subject of refugee topic now and they did at the beginning of the project. Each question is evaluated separately and describes the most frequent answers.
1. How might it feel to be separated from a loved one and move to an unknown land?

All of the children expressed feelings like sadness, loneliness, fear. They are not able to imagine they might be separated from their love dones, they would miss their parents, siblings, friends. They say that if they might have the possibily of choice, they wouldn´t leave their country and relatives. Some of them also mentioned that they would feel like strangers and more in danger in an unknown land then in their homeland. 
Apart from these feelings, 2 children also mentioned that they would feel happy since they could learn much about the foreign country.

2. Have you ever taken a journey on your own? If so, can you describe how it felt to say goodbye to family and friends?

All of the children have the experience of travelling without their parents. Mostly they travelled to school trips, school skiing trips or summer camps. So the time they were separated from their families wasn ´t too long, just e few days or weeks, they knew they will come back home and see parents in quite a short time. Most of them haven´t travelled anyway abroad without parents yet. Those who have, expressed feelings like sadness when saying goodbye to parents.
3. What would you want to pack to take with you?

The most frequent answers were:  mobile phone, clothes, photos of relatives, food, money.
Less freguent answers: map, compass, tent, sleeping bag, family members, mobile phone charger, first aid box, dictionary, pets.

4. What might it be like for children adapting to a new life? What are the issues that they might need to deal with when thay arrive?

In general children think it is very hard to adapt to a new life in a different country. All of them say they wouldn´t like to live in another country, they would feel stressed , lost and insecure. The most frequent issues children mentioned: new (difficult) life conditions, cultural and regional differences, new traditions, language barrier, knowing nobody, no friends, new school, rasism. On the other hand one child answered that it might be interesting to get to know everything in a foreign country.
5. If you take a minute to think of „home“, what or where do you think of? What do you see? What and who do you hear? Do you think you would find those same things in your new life?

If pupils think of home, they mostly see their houses, families, parents, siblings.  Their home is where they feel loved, safe, not hungry or thirsty, having everything they need. They are sure they wouldn´t find these things anywhere but in their homeland. They also feel that their home is where they were born and grew up.
6. How can people treat those who they feel are different to them?

Children think that people should accept those „different others“, we all should treat them as equal to us. We should respect their culture, traditions, language, religion etc. , support and help them  so that it would be as easy as possible for them to get used to new life. The fact that they come from a foreign country, have different customs and way of life doesn´t necessarily mean that they are bad or dangerous.
7. What can we learn from each other? How can we support each other?

Pupils claim that there is number of things we can learn from each other – language, customs and traditions, culture, cuisine,... – and all these things can be useful for everybody. The more you know the more you can understand things that are different. Many times we can be wrongly influenced by media that fill us with abusive information about refugees. Therefore we should, pupils think, learn about foreigners as mucha s possible and give them a chance to live normally.
Children divide the means of support into two groups – material and nonmaterial.

Material – money, food, clothes, place for living (houses)...

Nonmaterial – talking to each other, respect, understanding, human treatment

A large majority of children´s answers are the same in both questionnaires. They understand that the life of a refugee is difficult itself and people all over the world should keep together to help refugees. Although pupils think that we also should be careful with foreigners and do not trust anybody because we might learn bad things from them.
